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ceiling to the ground." It was also the first shop to
adopt exterior artificial lighting for its window display.
Inside Hitchcock's exhibited rich silks from Spitalfields
and Lyons, velvets from Genoa, shawls from China,
France, and Paisley, ribbons from Paris and Coventry,
delicate laces from Valenciennes, Honiton, and Buck-
inghamshire, and carpets from Kidderminster, Brussels,
and the more costly looms of Axminster. " Capricious
indeed must be the fancy of the fair visitor who, what-
ever may be the nature of her wants from these vast
and varied stores, cannot gratify her every wish."

Next door to Hitchcock's stood another drapery,
Hall and Allen's, of Waterloo House; and on the south
side of the Churchyard was a big china, glass, and
earthenware depot belonging to Green and Sons. From
St Paul's Churchyard the wanderer might either turn
back into Cheapside and go along Newgate Street
towards Holborn or else leave the Churchyard by its
west end and descend Ludgate Street and Ludgate
Hill The latter disputed with St Paul's Churchyard
the claim to possess the finest shops in London. At
Nos. 9 and ro Ludgate Street stood Everington's, re-
nowned for its rich India shawls, many of which, it
was rumoured, had been smuggled in without paying
customs dues by the wives of Indian Army officers and
officials of John Company. These shawls made
Everington's windows seem brighter than those of other
drapers. Then at Nos. 15 and 16, next to Creed Lane,
was Willey's, another drapery; and at the foot of
Ludgate Hill, where Fleet Street began, Robert Waith-
man, the famous Alderman of the City, had built
up a business similar to Everington's but rather less
specialized, dealing in damasks, muslins, and shawls.